
Tips for Success in Logic and Beyond

1. Read the textbook sections for the day before you get to class: Lecture will review and clarify the
material in the book, but you will learn more and better from lecture if you have a preview of what’s coming
from reading the textbook.

2. Come to class—on time: Your professor or TA is an expert at connecting information from this week’s
course topics to other topics, explaining why it’s important to learn what you’re learning, and highlighting the
most important and trickiest parts of the course content. You will get information from lecture and recitation
that you cannot get from books or someone else’s notes, and you will get to practice the skills you’ll need to
succeed on assignments during in-class exercises. Plus, if you start missing too many classes, your grade will
suffer.

3. Take notes: You can use a laptop, tablet, or paper and pen, but taking notes will keep you engaged in
the material and give you a record of what happened that you can study from later. You will retain more
information when you write things down than when you just watch.

4. Get here early and set aside distractions: Silence your phone, close the social media apps on your
computer if you’re taking notes that way, pull out your earbuds, and make sure that you are ready to learn
when class begins.

5. Get here early and set aside distractions: Silence your phone, close the social media apps on your
computer if you’re taking notes that way, pull out your earbuds, and make sure that you are ready to learn
when class begins.

6. Ask questions: It can be intimidating for some people to ask a question in a big lecture hall, but if you
have a question, there’s a good chance that someone else in the room does too. If you’re up for it, raise your
hand and ask! If you don’t want to ask your question live in class, write it down. Ask after class, in office
hours, or email it to your professor or TA.

7. Look at the problem sets early in the week: You don’t want to wait until 10 p.m. on Friday night
and discover that the problem set is going to take you 6 hours. Look at the problem sets early so you know
what’s coming.

8. Form a study group: Study groups don’t work for everyone, but they might work for you. You’ll never
know until you try. Many students have found study groups useful because you might understand one part
of a chapter that your study buddy doesn’t, and she might understand a part that you don’t. By working
together, you increase the chance that you’ll both figure it all out together.

9. Use peer tutors: The Study (http://www.uky.edu/AE/home) is our peer tutoring program. It has folks
specifically designated to work on PHI 120, who you will meet in class soon. They are a great resource for
getting questions answered and working through tough problems.

10. If someone is in a different lecture than you, they might be learning something different: You
are studying to do problem sets and take tests for this class, not anyone else’s. If you have a friend taking
logic with another instructor, or who took it in the past, and they say something different from how you’re
learning in this class, stick with what you’re learning here. If you’re not sure, ask your TA or professor!

11. Do the starred practice problems in the book: The textbook has problem sets in most sections. These
are different from your graded problem sets. In each section, the questions marked with a star are answered
in the back of the book. There is no better way to learn a skill like logic than with lots and lots of practice.

12. If you get stuck, ask for help: Your professor and your TAs want to help you learn, and we know what
topics can trip a lot of people up, but we cannot read your mind. If you don’t let us know what you’re having
trouble with, we cannot help you figure it out. If you don’t know what you’re having trouble with, just telling
us that you’re having trouble is a good Step 1, and we will work with you to help figure out where you’re
getting lost.

13. Office hours are for YOU. Yes, you. They are a time that your instructors set aside specifically to be
around to help you. They are also a good way to get to know instructors better and feel more in charge of
your own education. We know it can be scary to go to a professor’s office for the first time, but we really do
want to help.

http://www.uky.edu/AE/home

