
PHI 305.003 Health Care Ethics

Dr. Julia R. Bursten
MWF 11–11:50 Jacobs Building 103

E-mail: jrbursten@uky.edu
Office Phone: 859-257-6540

Office Hours: M 12–1, W 2–3, & by appt.
Office: Patterson Office Tower 1427

The Hippocratic Oath

I swear by Apollo the physician, and Asclepius, and
Hygieia and Panacea and all the gods and goddesses as
my witnesses, that, according to my ability and judgment,
I will keep this Oath and this contract:

To hold him who taught me this art equally dear to
me as my parents, to be a partner in life with him, and to
fulfill his needs when required; to look upon his offspring
as equals to my own siblings, and to teach them this art,
if they shall wish to learn it, without fee or contract; and
that by the set rules, lectures, and every other mode of in-
struction, I will impart a knowledge of the art to my own
sons, and those of my teachers, and to students bound by
this contract and having sworn this Oath to the law of
medicine, but to no others.

I will use those dietary regimens which will benefit my
patients according to my greatest ability and judgment,
and I will do no harm or injustice to them.

I will not give a lethal drug to anyone if I am asked,
nor will I advise such a plan; and similarly I will not give

a woman a pessary to cause an abortion.
In purity and according to divine law will I carry out

my life and my art.
I will not use the knife, even upon those suffering

from stones, but I will leave this to those who are trained
in this craft.

Into whatever homes I go, I will enter them for the
benefit of the sick, avoiding any voluntary act of impro-
priety or corruption, including the seduction of women or
men, whether they are free men or slaves.

Whatever I see or hear in the lives of my patients,
whether in connection with my professional practice or
not, which ought not to be spoken of outside, I will keep
secret, as considering all such things to be private.

So long as I maintain this Oath faithfully and with-
out corruption, may it be granted to me to partake of life
fully and the practice of my art, gaining the respect of all
men for all time. However, should I transgress this Oath
and violate it, may the opposite be my fate.

1 Course Description

In the Old Testament, the Book of Ecclesiastes tells us that everything that happens, happens in
its own time: a time to be born, a time to die. A time to kill, a time to heal. A time to keep silence,
a time to speak. This advice, handed down from a traditional source of moral authority, suggests
a contextual response to ethical questions, such as “Is it ever alright to kill someone for medical
reasons?” “Do healthcare providers ever have an obligation to share a patient’s secrets with their
family members or authorities?” and “Is it ever alright to violate someone’s religious beliefs if you
believe that in doing so, you are saving their life?” We turn to a wide variety of sources of moral
authority to answer these sorts of questions, from the books of the Judeo-Christian Bible, the Tao,
and the Qur’an to the laws of a country, the rules of a hospital, and the values of an individual
or family. These ‘moral compasses’ that we use greatly influence the ways that we think about
people’s rights when it comes to health care and biomedical research.

Our aim in this course is to examine the ways that we make decisions about moral and ethical
dilemmas in health care, and how these decisions affect health care providers and beneficiaries, as
well as their families and the public at large. We will examine cases from a variety of clinical and
research settings. By comparing cases of conflict between individual and group rights, provider and
patient rights, and intercultural conflicts of values, students will develop basic moral concepts such
as what constitutes a right and a moral obligation, analyze the relative importance of values across
a variety of cultural and clinical contexts, and formulate a self-reflective picture of their own moral
compasses in health care settings.
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2 Evaluation

Students will be evaluated in the following 3 areas:

1. Homework (25%): Homework assignments will be available for each regular class meeting
(33 total). Days with no homework assignment are marked with an asterisk(*) on the course
schedule. Students must complete 25 homework assignments over the course of the semester,
and each assignment is weighted equally. Assignments may vary in format, but are typically
a mix of multiple-choice, short-answer and comprehension questions. Homework questions
will be posted on Canvas by 8 a.m. the day of class and are due by midnight.

2. Writing Assignments

• Moral Compass Essay (15%): Submit a 3–4 page personal essay on the factors
that influence your own moral decision-making. This essay is due on Canvas before class
on Feb. 10.

• Culture and Care Essay (15%): Submit a 3–4 page summary report on an issue
of interest in the area of intercultural values and health care. This essay is due on Canvas
by midnight on March 12.

• Health Care Rights Essay (15%): Submit an 3–4 page evaluative essay on an
issue in health care rights. This essay is due on Canvas before class on April 21.

• Henrietta Lacks Essay (10%): Submit a 2–3 page critical reflection on The
Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. This essay is due on Canvas by midnight on May 5.

3. Quizzes (20%): You will submit 5 online quizzes throughout the semester. Quizzes will be
available on Canvas for at least 4 days before the due date.

Attendance

Attendance in all lectures and recitation meetings is mandatory and will be recorded. You are
permitted six “free” absences over the course of the semester, no questions asked. You do not need
to notify me if you plan to use a free absence. After six absences, any unexcused absences will
result in a 2% reduction in your final grade per absence. Absences will be excused only for extreme
circumstances (see below).

Grade Scale

A 90–100% B 80–89% C 70–79% D 60–69% E <60%
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3 Course Policies

Classroom Community

This course involves active student participation in discussions of potentially con-
tentious issues. For these discussions to be a success, all students must engage with
the readings and with their peers. Homework assignments have been designed to
encourage engagement with readings, and group discussion activities will involve stu-
dents in debates with each other.

By entering this classroom, students agree to participate in an intellectual commu-
nity. This community encourages respectful disagreements that foster new knowledge
through the tools of critical thinking. This community does not tolerate disrespect-
ful disagreements that aim to attack a person’s character, ethnicity, religious beliefs,
politics, gender, or other aspects of personal identity.

If you do not behave like a rational, mature adult during heated debates, or if you
actively disengage by not responding or using technology in a distracting manner, you
will be asked to leave and will be marked as absent for the day .

Writing Center

A strong command of written English is necessary for any college education and is expected in
this class. If you do not presently possess the skills required to compose clear, organized, and
thoughtful essays, then this is your time to acquire them. I encourage you to speak with me during
office hours if you are concerned about your performance in this area, and to make use of the Robert
E. Hemenway Writing Center, https://wrd.as.uky.edu/writing-center.

Academic Integrity

Per University policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records.
Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses. The
minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense occurred. If
the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their record, more
serious penalties, up to suspension from the University may be imposed.

Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised
to become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following website:
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against the charge
of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as all ideas borrowed from
others need to be properly credited.

Senate Rules 6.3.1 (see http://www.uky.edu/Faculty/Senate/ for the current set of Senate
Rules) states that all academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instruc-
tors or other academic supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or
self-expression. In cases where students feel unsure about a question of plagiarism involving their
work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission.

When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas,
organization, wording, or content from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of the
fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism.
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Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else’s work (including, but not limited to a published
article, a book, a website, computer code, or a paper from a friend) without clear attribution.
Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or revise the
work, which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other person may be. Students may
discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual work is
done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone.

When a student’s assignment involves research in outside sources or information, the student
must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she has employed them. If the words
of someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in question and
add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving the organization,
content, and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules shall apply to those
ideas, which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the public domain.

Please note: Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check
for plagiarism.

Double Submission

Double submission, the practice of turning in the same or similar assignments for multiple courses,
can be a useful and constructive way to connect ideas across your UK curriculum. That said,
double submission is sometimes considered a form of self-plagiarism and may be subject to the
same repercussions as plagiarism if you do not take appropriate precautions. If you are considering
building on work you’ve done in other courses in this class, or using assignments from this class
in other courses, you must get explicit written permission from both Dr. Bursten and the other
instructor(s) involved. Failure to do so may result in you getting a zero on the assignment or
facing charges of plagiarism.

Personal Disclosure

The University of Kentucky is committed to providing a supportive learning environment and
fostering safe, healthy relationships among our students. As such, the institution and members of
our community will not tolerate the offenses of dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault,
and stalking. Dr. Bursten, and all of your professors and TAs at UK, are mandatory reporters
under Title IX and are required to disclose any reports of harassment or sexual violence, direct
or indirect, to the UK Title IX Coordinator, Patty Bender (patty.bender@uky.edu). To disclose
any such violence confidentially, contact the University of Kentucky Violence Intervention and
Prevention Center at http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/VIPCenter/ or 859-257-3574.

Excused Absences

Students need to notify the professor of absences prior to class when possible. Senate Rules 5.2.4.2
defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b) illness or
death of family member, (c) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and (e) other
circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.

Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later than
the last day in the semester to add a class (8/30). Information regarding major religious holidays
may be obtained through the Ombud (859-257-3737, http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/ForStudents_
ExcusedAbsences.php.
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Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for
the semester are missed (excused) per University policy.

Per Senate Rule 5.2.4.2, students missing any graded work due to an excused absence are
responsible: for informing the Instructor of Record about their excused absence within one week
following the period of the excused absence (except where prior notification is required); and for
making up the missed work. The professor must give the student an opportunity to make up the
work and/or the exams missed due to an excused absence, and shall do so, if feasible, during the
semester in which the absence occurred.

Verification of Absences

Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. Senate
Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when students
claim an excused absence because of illness, or death in the family. Appropriate notification of
absences due to University-related trips is required prior to the absence when feasible and in no
case more than one week after the absence.

Accessibility

If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as soon
as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this course, you
must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource Center (DRC). The
DRC coordinates campus disability services available to students with disabilities. It is located on
the corner of Rose Street and Huguelet Drive in the Multidisciplinary Science Building, Suite 407.
You can reach them via phone at (859) 257-2754 and via email at drc@uky.edu. Their web address
is http://www.uky.edu/StudentAffairs/DisabilityResourceCenter/.

4 Readings and Course Schedule

Textbooks

There are two textbooks for this course:

EMM Ethical Issues in Modern Medicine, 8th edition, by Bonnie Steinbock, Alex London, and John
Arras (McGraw-Hill, 2012; $100–200 depending on how you rent/buy)

HeLa The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, by Rebecca Skloot (Crown Publishing Group, 2010;
$3.50–16 at UK Bookstore, $7.56 on Amazon)

Both texts are available at the UK bookstore. Students are expected to acquire these texts on
their own, and Dr. Bursten will make an effort to ensure copies of both texts are available at the
W.T. Young Library through course reserves. All other readings will be provided on Canvas by the
professor.

Schedule

Any significant updates or changes to the schedule in the following pages will be posted on Canvas
and announced in class.
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Healthcare Ethics Reading/Assignment Schedule 
 

WK TOPIC DT READING NOTES 

1 Introduction 
1/11 Syllabus and Hippocratic Oath  

1/13 Moral Reasoning in the Medical Context 1:  
EMM pp 1–20  

Part 1: Moral Compasses 

2 
Foundations 
of Medical 

Ethics 

1/16* NO CLASS–Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  

1/18 Moral Reasoning in the Medical Context 2:  
EMM pp. 20–41 Last day to add classes 

1/20 MRMC Review and Foundations of the Health Care 
Provider/Patient Relationship: EMM pp. 43–58  

3 

Born in 
Scandal: 
Origins of 
Medical 
Ethics 

1/23 
Born in Scandal, The Nuremburg Code, and The 
Jewish Chronic Disease Case: EMM 702–705, 711–
721 

 

1/25 The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment: EMM 721–733  

1/27 Willowbrook Hepatitis Moral Compass Essay 
Explained 

4 
Autonomy 

and Informed 
Consent 

1/30 Four Models of the Physician-Patient Relationship: 
EMM pp. 76–79  

2/1 Bioethics in a Different Tongue: EMM 91–99 Last day to drop 
classes 

2/3* NO CLASS Quiz 1 Due 

5 
Henrietta 

Lacks Part 1: 
Life 

2/6 Ch.1 – 6: HeLa 13 – 55  
2/8 Ch. 7 – 11: HeLa 56 – 86  

2/10* NO READING: In-Class Essay Activity Moral Compass Essay 
Due 

Part 2: Culture, Justice, and Health Care 

6 
Henrietta 

Lacks Part 2: 
Death 

2/13 Ch. 12 – 17: HeLa 89 – 136   
2/15 Ch. 18 – 22: HeLa 137 – 176  

2/17 The Realistic Moral Right to a Basic Minimum of 
Accessible Health Care: EMM 210 – 221  

7 

The Spirit 
Catches You 
and You Fall 

Down 

2/20 Selections from The Spirit Catches You and You 
Fall Down: Available on Canvas  

2/22 Selections from The Spirit Catches You and You 
Fall Down: Available on Canvas  

2/24 Allocation, Social Justice, and Health Policy: EMM 
147–166	    

8 

Resource 
Distribution 
and Social 

Justice 
 

2/27 Do We Owe the Global Poor Assistance or 
Rectification? EMM 302–307  

3/1 
An Ethical Framework for Access to Health Care 
and Equal Opportunity and Health Care: EMM 174–
185 

 

3/3* Health Care and the Law in Kentucky 
Guest Lecture: Dr. 
Nicole Huberfeld, UK 
Law School 

 



 

 

9 
Special 

Collections 
Project 

3/6* NO CLASS Quiz 2 Due 
3/8* Special Collections Day 1  

3/10* Special Collections Day 2 

Special Collections 
Report Due 3/12 
Midterm Grades 
Released 

Spring Break 3/13-3/17 
Part 3: Health Care Rights 

10 Right to 
Refuse 

3/20 State of Tennessee Dept. of Human Services vs. 
Mary Northern: EMM 325–332  

3/22 One-Woman Standoff at Roby Ridge: Available on 
Canvas  

3/24 Dax’s Case as it Happened and Confronting Death: 
EMM 343–353 

Health Care Rights 
Essay Explained 

11 

Death, 
Personhood, 

and Moral 
Status 

3/27 The Significance of Death: EMM 507–510 
Death and Dignity: EMM 437–440  

3/29 
Erring on the Side of Theresa Schiavo: EMM 369–
373 
Human Non-Person: EMM 535–536 

 

3/31 Vitaly Tarasoff et al.: EMM 101–107  

12 Defining 
Disability 

4/3* NO CLASS  
4/5* NO CLASS Quiz 3 Due 

4/7 Disability, Prenatal Testing, and Selective Abortion: 
EMM 619–627  

13 Abortion 

4/10 The Unspeakable Crime of Abortion: EMM 543–545 
Why Abortion is Immoral: EMM 556–564  

4/12 The Morality of Abortion: EMM 510–514 
A Defense of Abortion: EMM 564–575  

4/14 Abortion and the Law in Kentucky  

14 
Other 

Reproductive 
Issues  

4/17 Embryo Ethics: EMM 575–577 
Acorns and Embryos: EMM 577–584  

4/19* NO CLASS Quiz 4 Due 

4/21 
Unethical Trials of Interventions to Reduce Perinatal 
Transmission of HIV in Developing Countries: EMM 
757–761 

Health Care Rights 
Essay Due 

15 
Henrietta 

Lacks Part 3: 
Immortality 

4/24 Ch. 23–30: HeLa 179–240 Henrietta Lacks Essay 
Explained 

4/26 Ch. 31-18: HeLa 241–285  

4/28* NO READING: Course Wrap-Up 
Henrietta Lacks Essay 
Due 5/5 
Final Quiz due 5/5 

Final Exam Period 5/1-5/5 
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